
Mid-March 2024 Newsletter

A NOTE FROM OUR 

FOUNDER:

Spring is in the air, and we all know what that means - standardized testing :(.  What a better 
way to break up the stress and monotony than with an author visit!  Many of our authors still 
have room in their spring schedules for virtual and in-person visits.  Book today, don’t delay!

In this issue: 
Awards 
New and upcoming book releases
Where you can find our speakers in real life
New programming
Author visit magic 

AND THE AWARD GOES 
TO...

Our very own Rebecca Balcarcel was selected to join the Texas Institute of Letters!  
Congratulations Rebecca!

https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/34OvJo7wO/c?w=BVe-elrKgCH6GP_3UJJzS9_oMktYWpLM4QiCXUaaaWo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaG93bm93Ym9va2luZy5jb20vIiwiciI6IjZkOGIzMzdjLTVhMjAtNDQ0Yi05MWYwLTc5NjkxMWQ0OWUzZSIsIm0iOiJscCJ9


Virginia Wouldn't Slow Down! The Unstoppable Dr. Apgar and Her Life-Saving Invention 
authored by Carrie A. Pearson and illustrated by Nancy Carpenter (W.W. Norton/Norton 
Young Readers) has been selected for CCBC Choices 2024, the annual best-of-the-year list 
of the Cooperative Children's Book Center (CCBC)
 
2024 - 2025 TEXAS STAR READING LIST
Con Cuba en el Bolsillo (Cuba in my Pocket) by Adrianna Cuevas
Selena Gomez (Selena Gomes) by Karla Arenas Valenti y Claudia Romo Edelman
 
Washington state announced that Shine On, Luz Véliz by Rebecca Balcarcel, will appear on 
their state list, called the Sasquatch Award! In selecting Shine On, Washington joins Illinois, 
South Carolina, Indiana, and Kansas.
 
Niki Nakayama: A Chef's Tale in 13 Bites by Jamie Michalak and Debbi Michiko Florence, 
illustrated  by Yuko Jones, is featured on a StoryWalk by the East Greenwich Free Library at 
Frenchtown Park, RI
 
Nadia Salomon is the recipient of the 2024 SCBWI ILF Grant of the Stephen Fraser 
Encouragement Fund. 
 
The Road to After by Rebekah Lowell, is in the Children’s Book Council (CBC) Winter 
Showcase for 2023

KINDergarten by Vera Ahiyya, is a finalist for the Anna Dewey award!  Vote for it here!

NEW AND UPCOMING 
BOOK RELEASES

A Mind of Her Own, the Story of Mystery Writer Agatha Christie by Robyn McGrath 
(nonfiction picture book)
Publish date: May 28, 2024
Summary: Before Agatha Christie became the greatest mystery writer of all time, she was a 
girl who loved books, make-believe, and puzzling out problems. She was a keen observer, 
always noticing the secrets hiding in the shadows and the clues just waiting to be uncovered. 
More than anything, Agatha loved detective stories. She longed to write her own mysteries, 
but she struggled when she put pen to paper. The letters came out jumbled, the words 
twisting and snagging. Writing became a new puzzle for her to solve.
 
Her family and teachers chided her for being lost in her head, but Agatha wasn’t lost…she 
had a mind of her own!
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A Work in Progress by Jarrett Lerner comes out in paperback on May 7th!
You will be eligible to win A CLASS SET OF PAPERBACKS if you pre-order a copy, AND
Send proof of pre-order to AWIPpreorder@gmail.com.  There will be SEVERAL WINNERS!

Butt or Face? Revenge of the Butts by Kari Lavelle (nonfiction picture book)
Publish date: April 2, 2024
Summary: Butt or Face? Volume 2 continues the delightfully cheeky challenge with a whole 
new set of animals from all over the world. Examine a close-up photo of an animal and then 
guess whether you're looking at the top or the…um…bottom. The answer is revealed on the 
next page with a complete photo of the animal! Also included are factual animal details along 
with how these animals use camouflage or other trickery to engage with their home. Readers 
will discover animals like the alien butt spider who turns leaves into burrito-like hideaways, the 
leaf-tailed gecko whose body mimics the leaves and bark of a tree, and many more!
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Keyana Loves School by Natasha Tarpley is available for pre-order here!
Publish date: July 9, ,2024
Summary: Keyana has come up with the perfect idea for a class project, and getting it done is 
pretty fun! All she has to do is pick the people and places she loves around her school. But 
when the teacher asks Keyana to present the project in front of everyone, she’ll have to find a 
little bit of confidence and a big way to share.

Mac and the Millstone of Time by Timothy Young (middle grade)
Publish date: March 28, 2024
Summary: Mac is a mouse who lives at the oldest operating gristmill in the United States. 
When he falls through the hole in the center of a millstone, he accidentally travels back in 
time, setting off a journey that follows the very history of the mill itself. Mac visits various times 
in the history of the mill, from its beginnings in 1682 through its part in both the American 
Revolution and the Civil War. While he tries to get back to his own time, he faces dangers and 
meets long-lost relatives who help him on his journey. Will Mac find his way back home?

WHERE IN THE WORLD
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March 23rd - Rebecca Balcarcel will be at the Mid-Cities Teen Bookfest in North Richland 
Hills, TX
 
March 30th - Robin Newman will be attending the Poughkeepsie Book Festival in 
Poughkeepsie, NY 
 
April 4th - Rebekah Lowell will be participating in the Reading Roundup at Augusta (ME) 
Civic Center from 9:30 - noon.
 
April 6th - Catch Kari Lavelle at the Books and Bees Festival in Bee Cave, TX
 
April 6th - Jamie Michalak will be a presenter at We Are ALL Readers Book Festival in North 
Kingstown, RI
 
April 12-14th - Carrie Pearson will be at the SCBWI Marvelous Midwest 2024 Conference in 
Davenport, IA
 
April 12th - Timothy Young will be at the the PSLA Conference in Pocono Manor, PA
 
April 13th - Chris Barton will be attending the San Antonio Book Festival
 
April 13th - Kari Lavelle, Lindsay Leslie and Kat Fajardo will be presenting at 
Bookapalooza in Fort Bend, TX
 
April 13th - After Bookapalooza, catch Kari Lavelle and Linsday Leslie in the Woodlands, TX 
for Books on the Green
 
April 16-18th - You'll find a whole bunch of our authors to include Chris Barton, Varsha 
Bajaj, Jennifer Ziegler, Guadalupe Garcia McCall, Meghan P, Browne, Adrianna Cuevas, 
Beth Felbaum, Lisa Fipps, Kirby Larson, Kari Lavelle, Lindsay Leslie, Robyn McGrath, 
and Sean Petrie/Typewriter Rodeo, at the Texas Library Association annual conference in 
San Antonio, TX

April 27th - Timothy Young will be presenting at the Annapolis Book Festival in Annapolis, 
MD
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Jamie Michalak had the great pleasure of meeting fellow How Now author Adrianna Cuevas 
at the Southwest Florida Book Festival, where they were both featured authors. They also 
visited Diplomat Elementary School and were on the local news!

Earlier this month, Jody Feldman participated in Hazelwood West Writers Week.

Dow Phumirik in Warrensburg, MO for the 55th Annual Children’s Literature Festival earlier 
this month.
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Rebekah Lowell speaking at the Greely Center for the Arts, in Cumberland, ME.

Heather Murphy Capps at AwesomeCon author panel in Washington DC at the Walter 
Washington Convention Center on Sunday, March 10th



Heather Murphy Capps at the Bay to Ocean Writer's Conference in Easton, MD at 
Chesapeake College - author panel on Saturday March 9th.

NEW SCHOOL VISIT 
PROGRAMMING

After an absence of several years, Chris Barton’s strummiest, thrummiest, smashiest, 
crashiest picture book, 88 INSTRUMENTS, has returned to the lineup of featured titles in his 
school presentations. Click here for your chance to win a signed copy!

LET'S TALK - SCHOOL 
VISIT MAGIC

I had a wonderful school visit at Colonial Road Elementary on March 5th. - Robin Newman 

Photo taken with 5 graders at the Austin International School and Varsha Bajaj.
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Sophia Gholz had a ton of fun visiting Conway Elementary School. Go Cougars! Special 
thanks to The Orange County Public Library and White Rose Bookstore for all of the support.

 Tim Young presenting two all of Talbot County School System’s 2nd grade students at the 
historic Avalon Theatre in Easton, MD.

Welcome sign for author Jamie Michalak  at Diplomat Elementary School (Cape Coral, FL).

Family Night at Gaudet School (Newport, RI) Jamie Michalak.



Jamie Michalak also visited St. Mary School - Bay View (East Providence, RI), during Read 
Across America Week.

Kari Lavelle handing a signed copy of Butt or Face? to EVERY student at a recent school 
visit!

Click here to book a speaker today!
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