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Mid—January 2024 Newsletter

yA NOTE FROM OUR
4| FOUNDER:

Happy New Year from How Now Booking to YOU! We hope that your holiday season was
filled with friends, family, food and of course, books! We took a short break, but are back to
booking visits for the remainder of this school year, and believe it or not, we’re booking our
speakers for the 2024-2025 school year already! As they say, the early bird gets the author
visit!

In this issue:
e Awards
e Reviews
e New and upcoming book releases
e Where you can find our speakers in real life
e Speaker Spotlight
o Tips for amazing author visits

f;y AND THE AWARD GOES
S TO..

We missed a BIG award in December...author Katherine Marsh’s book, THE LOST YEAR,
was named a 2023 National Book Award Finalist, congratulations Katherine!

2024 Jane Addams Children’s Chapter Book Award - WINNER
THE LOST YEAR by Katherine Marsh



https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=ZZT4-9HnnWt5LIubpgthB580HD_GRGgX3PEItbfbvPs.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaG93bm93Ym9va2luZy5jb20vIiwiciI6IjlmNTMxNTk5LTg2ZDUtNGQ3Ny1iMzBkLWVkMTAyMTdlM2M2ZSIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=nWcYhTgdWB9871j4VQnDMeW4eKMwUT63eUj0tq7ZJxM.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmF0aW9uYWxib29rLm9yZy8yMDIzLW5hdGlvbmFsLWJvb2stYXdhcmRzLWZpbmFsaXN0cy1hbm5vdW5jZWQvIiwiciI6Ijk5MDJhMThiLTg5NTQtNDg0ZC1hM2VlLWIzYTllN2QwOTA3NiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9

2024 Jane Addams Children’s Chapter Book Award - HONOR
MASCOT by Charles Waters and Traci Sorell

Charles Waters
Traci Sorell

Honor Book for the 2024 Jane Addams
Children’s Chapter Book Award




Jane Addams Children’s Book Award 2024 finalists - Chapter Book Category
INDIGO AND IDA by Heather Murphy Capps
LAND OF BROKEN PROMISES by Jane Kuo

Sakura Medal Finalist
SWEET AND SOUR by Debbi Michiko Florence

The Brainstorm 306°s Top 10 Nonfiction Book List for 2023
ULTIMATE FOOD ATLAS & THE WOLVE AND MOOSE OF ISLE ROYALE: RESTORING AN
ISLAND ECOSYSTEM by Nancy F. Castaldo

The Horn Fanfare 2023: Picture Books
FRIENDS BEYOND MEASURE by Lalena Fisher

2023’s Best Science Books for Kids (Science Friday)
FRIENDS BEYOND MEASURE by Lalena Fisher

Fuse 8’s 2023 Math Books for Kids
FRIENDS BEYOND MEASURE by Lalena Fisher

2023-24 Young Hoosier Award Nominee
DAKOTA CRUMB: TINY TREASURE HUNTER by Jamie Michalak
STARFISH by Lisa Fipps

Junior Library Guild Selection
DAKOTA CRUMB: TINY TREASURE HUNTER by Jamie Michalak

5% THEREVIEWS ARE IN


https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=JQ9lG3ybHnSEV85BHpWIbYUXc9wttRxoHvvVOuRmsPc.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuamFuZWFkZGFtc2NoaWxkcmVuc2Jvb2thd2FyZC5vcmcvamFuZS1hZGRhbXMtY2hpbGRyZW5zLWJvb2stYXdhcmQtMjAyNC1maW5hbGlzdHMtY2hhcHRlci1ib29rLWNhdGVnb3J5LyIsInIiOiI2YTVlODdlZi0zNDYyLTRhNmYtYjNlMC01NDY0NWVhZmJhYzciLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=uvbbT15EMERA-oRr826VFfIgMJC1ol4RMl25g-Ant0g.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGJvb2suY29tL3N0b3J5L2ZhbmZhcmUtMjAyMy1ib29rbGlzdCIsInIiOiI2YTVlODdlZi0zNDYyLTRhNmYtYjNlMC01NDY0NWVhZmJhYzciLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=EbtfGvwph3NmGmBVu_C5OhSLk8CYZNGd1ZjhvymKOsE.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc2NpZW5jZWZyaWRheS5jb20vc2VnbWVudHMvc2NpZW5jZS1ib29rcy1mb3Ita2lkcy0yMDIzLyIsInIiOiI2YTVlODdlZi0zNDYyLTRhNmYtYjNlMC01NDY0NWVhZmJhYzciLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=aIoePlaOCYwAQAqLhgX3-yDPYuAL_CpaTq7cqPSsAII.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9hZnVzZThwcm9kdWN0aW9uLnNsai5jb20vMjAyMy8xMi8wOS8zMS1kYXlzLTMxLWxpc3RzLTIwMjMtbWF0aC1ib29rcy1mb3Ita2lkcy8iLCJyIjoiNmE1ZTg3ZWYtMzQ2Mi00YTZmLWIzZTAtNTQ2NDVlYWZiYWM3IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=ZbgTYsFWNFViNF51rqY06aolWIuGIwi_MlcNAZVphN0.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaWxmb25saW5lLm9yZy9hc3NldHMvZG9jcy9ZSEJBL1lIQkElMjAyMy0yNCUyMEFubm90YXRlZCUyMExpc3QlMjBVUERBVEVELnBkZiIsInIiOiI2YTVlODdlZi0zNDYyLTRhNmYtYjNlMC01NDY0NWVhZmJhYzciLCJtIjoibHAifQ

THE GINGERBREAD MAN: CLASS PET ON THE LOOSE by Laura Murray is an Amazon
best book of the month and a JLG selection, with a fun review from Kirkus — “Delectable!
Cartoon panels give the book a scene-by-scene flow, which especially works well for a clue-
based pet hunt . . . Children reading on their own will have a blast, and caregivers and
children alike will enjoy sharing it as well.” — Kirkus Reviews

THE GINGERBREAD MAN: BUTTONS ON THE LOOSE by Laura Murrary was featured in
the Publisher’s Weekly Children’s Bookshelf with this review — “It’s winning times two in this
breezy summation of the frustration and triumph surrounding a beloved lost object, embodied
by one smart cookie who’s also cute as a button.” —Publishers Weekly There was another fun
review from Kirkus — “Murray’s rhyming text lends itself well to a read-aloud but will also hold
solo readers’ attention. Lowery’s artwork uses an effective combination of full-page images
and paneled scenes. . . No doubt fans of the picture books starring this edible detective will
enjoy this tale.” —Kirkus Reviews

DAKOTA CRUMB: TINY TREASURE HUNTER by Jamie Michalak is an Amazon Editors’
Pick for Best Books for ages 6-8

NEW AND UPCOMING BOOK RELEASES
A VOICE OF HOPE: THE MYRLIE EVERS-WILLIAMS STORY by Nadia Salomon.
Nonfiction picture book, Age 4-8, Release date: September 24, 2024

THE GINGERBREAD MAN: CLASS PET ON THE LOOSE & THE GINGERBREAD MAN:
BUTTONS ON THE LOOSE by Laura Murray. Graphic novel/early reader for age 5-7.
Publication date: January 2, 2024
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THE SKY KING by Polly Holyoke. Middle grade fantasy fiction for ages 8-12. Publication
date: May 7, 2024




THE FISHER BOY by Debbi Michiko Florence, art by Sachiko Yoshikaway. Graphic
novel/picture book for ages 5-6. Publication date: January 1, 2024
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MEDUSA: THE MYTH OF MONSTERS by Katherine Marsh. Middle grade fiction for ages 8-
12. Publication date: February 20, 2024

% WHERE IN THE WORLD
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Nancy Castaldo will be visiting the Philadelphia, PA area in April 2024 and would love to
plan a school visit while she’s there about food, farming, wolves, ecosystem recovery, or how
she conducts my research for her books.

Katherine Marsh will be at ALA LibLearnX for a panel on Ukrainian Stories and a signing
January 19, 2024 in Baltimore, MD.

Catch Polly Holyoke and Jarrett Lerner at the CCIRA conference in Colorado on February
8, 2024.

You'll find Rebecca Balcarcel at G.W. Carver Middle School for LITWaco on February 10,
2024.


https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=MGjgGdNIcW6JTLNkKx4U74nN1vXbfM_Fyel3Gg9RAOY.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWxhLm9yZy9jb25mZXJlbmNlc2V2ZW50cy9saWJsZWFybngtbGlicmFyeS1sZWFybmluZy1leHBlcmllbmNlLWxseCIsInIiOiJhYTY0YWU1Yy03NzE1LTQwOTQtYWNlMi1mZWFhOTEyYTUyZDUiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=slly566JfNTmuiR8rtONC1hspKPeYEXL82oEeqAsnRA.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGl0d2Fjby5vcmcvIiwiciI6ImFhNjRhZTVjLTc3MTUtNDA5NC1hY2UyLWZlYWE5MTJhNTJkNSIsIm0iOiJscCJ9

ﬁb SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT

®  The audio book for SHINE ON, LUZ VELIZ by Rebecca Balcarcel, released on
January 2, 2024! Actress Victoria Villarreal brings the main character, Luz, to life!

®  Check out the book trailer for WHO'S WRITING THIS STORY?! a fictional picture
book by Robin Newman (releasing on May 7, 2024), on KidLit TV!

® Author Nadia Salomon received the SCBWI 2023 RAM Marketing Award for her
picture book, A VOICE OF HOPE: THE MYRLIE EVERS-WILLIAMS STORY. And they did
my cover reveal, making it a full circle moment, seeing she won the 2019 WOOP Honor
Award for Work of Outstanding Progress for this same title!
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® School Library Journal published a guest essay written by Chris Barton, about
bureaucratic book-purchasing hoops that some media specialists must jump through
thanks to the current book-banning climate -- and how librarians can turn the situation into
a kid-level civics lesson. His piece is called "Is There a Looming_'Dog-Man' Crisis?"

® Check out author & illustrator, Merrill Rainey’s interview on the My Creative Life
Podcast

VISIT MAGIC

A fantastic time was had by all, at the Ann Arbor District Library this past Saturday! The
Secret Lab was full of smiles, creative thoughts, and eager paper toy builders. What makes a
paper toy workshop so magical is seeing what a child can imagine, create, and build in such a
short amount of time! - Merrill Rainey

6 ~  LET'S TALK - SCHOOL
Ty


https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=44CMdRY2lTWZfOVQSeDLLmbpUK1262ZCQUmzDmMzng4.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cua2lkbGl0LnR2LzIwMjQvMDEvZmVhdHVyZWQtYm9vay10cmFpbGVyLXdob3Mtd3JpdGluZy10aGlzLXN0b3J5LyIsInIiOiIwNzUzNTdmMy1jOGU3LTRjYzEtYjkxMC03Yzc0ZGU0Y2M1YmQiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=zA2I-i6oJDYSeTXC9epUTpTal3ChzOu8ieji79iyPKI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9jaHJpc2JhcnRvbi5pbmZvL215LW5ldy1zbGotZXNzYXktaXMtdGhlcmUtYS1sb29taW5nLWRvZy1tYW4tY3Jpc2lzLyIsInIiOiJiYmNmYjNmOS05NWIzLTRhYWUtYTM5Yy03NzQ3ZGQ4YjkyZTkiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=0gEU6PXLvgP1LOvObjYTCEy0ygmAAyU1KCfAxjA-RDA.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9wb2RjYXN0cy5hcHBsZS5jb20vdXMvcG9kY2FzdC9teS1jcmVhdGl2ZS1saWZlLWZvci1hcnRpc3RzLWFuZC1jcmVhdG9ycy9pZDEzNjY2NDUxMjY_aT0xMDAwNjM5NTY3MjgxIiwiciI6ImJiY2ZiM2Y5LTk1YjMtNGFhZS1hMzljLTc3NDdkZDhiOTJlOSIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=0gEU6PXLvgP1LOvObjYTCEy0ygmAAyU1KCfAxjA-RDA.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9wb2RjYXN0cy5hcHBsZS5jb20vdXMvcG9kY2FzdC9teS1jcmVhdGl2ZS1saWZlLWZvci1hcnRpc3RzLWFuZC1jcmVhdG9ycy9pZDEzNjY2NDUxMjY_aT0xMDAwNjM5NTY3MjgxIiwiciI6ImJiY2ZiM2Y5LTk1YjMtNGFhZS1hMzljLTc3NDdkZDhiOTJlOSIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=0gEU6PXLvgP1LOvObjYTCEy0ygmAAyU1KCfAxjA-RDA.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9wb2RjYXN0cy5hcHBsZS5jb20vdXMvcG9kY2FzdC9teS1jcmVhdGl2ZS1saWZlLWZvci1hcnRpc3RzLWFuZC1jcmVhdG9ycy9pZDEzNjY2NDUxMjY_aT0xMDAwNjM5NTY3MjgxIiwiciI6ImJiY2ZiM2Y5LTk1YjMtNGFhZS1hMzljLTc3NDdkZDhiOTJlOSIsIm0iOiJscCJ9

For my last author visit of 2023, | got to spend the day not only with hundreds of terrific
students but also with My Favorite Author in the Whole Wide World -- a.k.a. my wife, Jennifer
Ziegler -- who presented to grades 5 through 8 while | presented to grades pre-K through 4.
The student writers who had lunch with us were able to hear how differently we approach our
work -- a great lesson for them about how there's no one single way to be a writer! - Chris
Barton

At a recent school visit for K-5th grade, | was also able to spend time with a small group of 5th
graders in their library’s makerspace. The librarian and teacher designed a gingerbread
engineering/teamwork challenge for them to complete in 30 mins. They were all given a
supply bag of 6 graham crackers, royal icing, and a few candies & gummy bears. Their
challenge was to use a comic-panel scene to write & draw their steps for creating a
gingerbread structure with their supplies. Next, they built their design, and made notes of
what worked and what didn’t. Their end goal was to report back to their larger classroom
“teams” the following day about their project’s successes and challenges, to help inform the
upcoming grade-level Gingerbread House building contest. It was amazing and inspiring to
hear them plan and discuss, and then problem-solve. We had fun discussing how their project
had so many connections to the writing process as well! What an incredible example of the
creativity of librarians, teachers, and students, and the threads that can be pulled from books
for fun curriculum-based activities! - Laura Murray

Click here to book a speaker today!


https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=QakrLov2ACJR2EFEGbNUu8MvZM4TZfyRt_QUOzPPa5s.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaG93bm93Ym9va2luZy5jb20vYm9va2luZyIsInIiOiJiMjhjMDM0Mi0xOTM4LTQ1ZDQtYTZjYi0yMTYxNzQzYWYzN2EiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/ddOqFOMg4/c?w=WCNJEtrTVhf5FQWoKEM_FpNexusEC0x1y5zwho9Uxno.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaG93bm93Ym9va2luZy5jb20vYm9va2luZyIsInIiOiI3ZGNiMTQzMy0yYTQ5LTQ1ZjMtYTczNy00MzMyN2ZjZWNiMTEiLCJtIjoibHAifQ



