
February 2024 Newsletter

A NOTE FROM OUR 

FOUNDER:

February and March are invariably the busiest months for How Now - we’re scurrying to 
finalize bookings for the remainder of this school year (there’s still time), and preparing for 
next year already!

It’s not too early to start the booking process for next school year!  Get your author visit 
started by filling out this form, and someone from our staff will be in touch ASAP!

In this issue: 
Awards 
New and upcoming book releases
Reviews
Where you can find our speakers in real life
Author visit magic, new programming & educator 

guides

AND THE AWARD GOES 
TO...

https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/59Ot3qJ4u/c?w=jR6mUTslAJkjb9cE1UKu3s1FCiUGFVuX2DAqeGyzj_s.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaG93bm93Ym9va2luZy5jb20vIiwiciI6ImZjOTg1MjI2LTVjZWItNDU3NS1hYTA0LTQyNzJlZDY0OTQ5MiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/59Ot3qJ4u/c?w=mvc6YeFjNw_xWiBb4E44owarpIamupcrp8A945TpZc4.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaG93bm93Ym9va2luZy5jb20vYm9va2luZyIsInIiOiIyNDM5ODRkZi1kY2FhLTQ5MTktYWM4NC0xOTZlNmJiNDEyNjAiLCJtIjoibHAifQ


2024 TEXAS 2X2 READING LIST
FRIENDS BEYOND MEASURE by Lalena Fisher
BUTT OR FACE? by Kari Lavelle
 
2024 TEXAS TOPAZ YOUTH NONFICTION READING LIST
CAVES by Nell Cross-Beckerman
WHEN THE SKY GLOWS by Nell Cross-Beckerman
BUTT OR FACE? by Kari Lavelle
GLITTER EVERYWHERE! by Chris Barton
HOW TO MAKE A BOOK (ABOUT MY DOG) by Chris Barton
 
EDGAR AWARD NOMINEE FOR BEST JUVENILE NOVEL
THE GHOSTS OF RANCHO ESPANTO by Adrianna Cuevas
 
2025 REBECCA CAUDILL YOUNG READERS’ BOOK AWARD MASTER LIST
HOW TO BECOME A PLANET by Nicole Mellebey
STARFISH by Lisa Fipps
THE LOST YEAR by Katherine Marsh
 
2024 ALA RAINBOW BOOKLIST TOP 10 BOOK
CAMP QUILTBAG by Nicole Mellebey
 
SCBWI’S IMPACT AND LEGACY FUNDS TEN BOOKS ABOUT BULLYING LIST
MIDDLE SCHOOL - SAFETY GOGGLES ADVISED by Jessica Speer, illustrated by Lesley 
Imgert
 
SCBWI’S IMPACT AND LEGACY FUND’S TEN BOOKS THAT ADDRESS MEANNESS
BFF OR NRF (NOT REALLY FRIENDS)? A GIRLS GUIDE TO HAPPY FRIENDSHIPS by 
Jessica Speer, illustrated by Elowyn Dickerson
 
2024-2025 SOUTH CAROLINA PICTURE BOOK AWARD NOMINEE
WHEN THE SKY GLOWS by Nell Cross-Beckerman
 
2024 Jane Addams Children’s Chapter Book Award - FINALIST
INDIGO AND IDA by Heather Murphy Capps
 
READING THE WEST BOOK AWARD NOMINEES - 34TH ANNUAL
BITSY BAT, SCHOOL STAR by Kaz Windness
HOW TO MAKE A MEMORY by Elaine Vickers
BUTT OR FACE? by Kari Lavelle
SKYRIDERS by Polly Holyoke
THE PHONE BOOK: STAY SAFE, BE SMART, AND MAKE THE WORLD BETTER WITH 
THE POWERFUL DEVICE IN YOUR HAND by Jessica Speer
BOUNDLESS by Ismee Williams and Rebecca Balcarcel

NEW AND UPCOMING 
BOOK RELEASES

THE NO BRAINER’S GUIDE TO DECOMPOSITION by Adrianna Cuevas (middle grade)
Publish date: September 24, 2024
Summary: No one has ever called Frani Gonzalez squeamish. Seriously, whether it’s guts (no 
big deal), bugs (move aside she’s got this), or anything else that you might find at the Central 
Texas Forensic Anthropology Research Facility, to her and her dad, the university’s body farm 
is just home.

https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/59Ot3qJ4u/c?w=85fuRMDhAmyaDuQQJs0D85OP3zSnnuzdtGACkYpdap0.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly90eGxhLm9yZy9uZXdzL3RoZS0yMDI0LTJ4Mi1saXN0LWlzLWhlcmUvIiwiciI6IjE3YmZlZmMyLTFhNjktNDFjYy1hMGI0LWRlYjc1NDc0ZDczYSIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
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LOLA by Karla Valenti (middle grade)
Publish date:  September 10, 2024
Summary: A simmering tale of magic, adventure, and the extraordinary bond between a 
brother and sister who’d journey to the ends of the Earth to save each other. From the 
acclaimed author of Lotería comes a heartfelt story rooted in Mexican magical realism.

THE NO LOOK HOW MUCH I’VE GROWN IN KINDERGARTEN by Vera Ahiyya (picture 
Book)
Publish date: March 5, 2024
Summary: Written by the kindergarten teacher and Instagram influencer affectionately known 
as the Tutu Teacher, comes a KINDergarten story about celebrating all the amazing ways 
children grow– inside and out– throughout the year.



THE LOSS OF THE BURYING GROUND by J. Anderson Coats (young adult, 12+)
Publish date: September 3, 2024
Summary:  In this twisting, page-turning read, shipwrecked teen girls from opposing sides of a 
long war must find common ground in order to survive.

ROUND AND ROUND THE YEAR WE GO by Carter Higgins (picture book)
Publish date: August 6, 2024
Summary:Eric Carle meets Chicken Soup with Rice in this joyful dance through the year one 
month at a time, sure to whirl young readers right along with it.



EVEN BETTER THAN SPRINKLES by Linda Skeers & Heather Fox (picture book)
Publish date: June 25, 2024
Summary: When you find someone who agrees to be the back end of a unicorn costume, who 
names their goldfish after you, and is always willing to be the dragon when you play knights 
and dragons, you’ve found a best friend.

THE SUNSHINE GARDEN: BEING A TEAM PLAYER by Jamie Michalak (picture book) 
Publish date: March 19, 2024
Summary: This new Chicken Soup for the Soul KIDS picture book is a sunny celebration of 
friendship, teamwork, and community with the Sunshine Squad.

JUST FLOWERS by Erin Dealey, illustrated by Kate Cosgrove (picture book) 
Publish date: March 15, 2024
Summary: Izzy's new neighbor is a bit of a grump--though they are both botanically inclined. 
When the neighbor discovers unwanted flowers--again and again--in his precious rose 
garden, he bids Izzy to take them away. Izzy does--and uses the blooms to brighten someone 
else's day. Before long, the town is bursting with Izzy's flowers. The grumpy neighbor doesn't 
see the fuss. "They're JUST FLOWERS!" he yells. "Just flowers" that brought joy and color to 
everyone in town. Can Izzy finally get that neighbor to accept the bloom of friendship? Back 
matter includes a seek-and-find and information on the flowers mentioned in the book.



WITTY IN PINK  by Erica George (young adult) 
Publish date: August 6, 2024
Summary: This summer, Blythe Rowley is living her best bougie life in the country–until her 
former nemesis shows up to ruin it. Now it’s become a season of scandal, complete with 
nonstop banter, a swarm of bees, and worst of all, love…in this delightfully mischievous 
Regency romcom with a modern twist that’s perfect for fans of Bridgerton and The Hating 
Game. Witty in Pink hits shelves August 6, 2024 and is available for preorder now!

GUT REACTION by Newbery Honor author Kirby Larson and her daughter, debut author, 
Quinn Wyatt (middle grade)
Publish date: March 5, 2024
Summary: Tess Medina is still dealing with the loss of her father when she starts at a new 
school. One way she is still able to feel close to him is by doing what she does best: baking. 
He taught her everything she knows. But when tasting her creations causes a deep stabbing 
pain in her abdomen, she tries to power through and be strong in the same way she powers 
through her emotional pain. She doesn't mind too much--she's okay with sharing her baked 
goods at school in the hopes of making new friends.



THE REVIEWS ARE IN 

WINNIE NASH IS NOT YOUR SUNSHINE by Nicole Mellebey received a starred review from 
Kirkus!

Kirkus Reviews awarded JACK MATHIAS AND THE BOONETOWN BANDITS by G.M 
Savage, a Get it!  Publishers Weekly says, "Readers will be captivated by the surprising 
twists, unexpected alliances, and personal growth of the characters."  

WHERE IN THE WORLD

https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/59Ot3qJ4u/c?w=DecEPfpPbuAmO80nGvWwNXL2BI37Gf5X7tzNVYKMK68.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cua2lya3VzcmV2aWV3cy5jb20vYm9vay1yZXZpZXdzL25pY29sZS1tZWxsZWJ5L3dpbm5pZS1uYXNoLWlzLW5vdC15b3VyLXN1bnNoaW5lLyIsInIiOiIwOTBjY2NmNC04NTQ1LTQ2ZGQtODZlOS0yMjY3YTkxMDAwYTkiLCJtIjoibHAifQ


February 24th - Adrianna Cuevas and Beth Felbaum will be at Bookfest by the Bay in 
Corpus Christi, TX
 
February 27th - Alumna Carter Higgins is incredibly excited to be a keynote speaker at the 
William and Mary School of Education's Joy of Literacy and Literature Conference. Its theme 
of Turning Words into Pictures is very relevant to her entire career so far and she can't wait to 
talk to Virginia educators about visual storytelling.  
 
March 2nd - Adrianna Cuevas and Jamie Michalak will be at the Southwest Florida Reading 
Festival in Fort Myers, FL
 
March 2nd - Debbi Michiko Florence will be speaking at the New Canaan Library - Many 
Stories, One New Canaan in New Canaan, CT
March 2nd - George Jreije, Erica George, Sarah Darer Littman and Robin Newman at 
nErDCamp CT in West Hartford, CT on March 2nd!
 
March 9th - Heather Murphy Capps will be at the Bay to Ocean Writer’s Conference in 
Easton Maryland 
March 9th - Heather Fox and Jonathan Stutzman will be at the Lilitz Kid-Lit Festival in Lititz, 
PA
March 15th - 17th - Vera Ahiyya and Carrie Pearson will be at the Michigan Reading 
Conference in Lansing, MI
 
March 30th - Erica George will be at the Poughkeepsie Book Festival in Poughkeepsie, NY 

July 25th - 26th - Vera Ahiyya will be at LITapalooza in Naperville, IL

LET'S TALK - SCHOOL 
VISIT MAGIC
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https://www.hownowbooking.com/so/59Ot3qJ4u/c?w=5LcHF3dqZwuKXFR8tcGvO1p4wTb_e5oDYE6D5ECEajQ.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy5uZXJkY2FtcGN0Lm9yZy8iLCJyIjoiMjE4MzE1NzAtMDNhNi00Y2U2LTg3N2MtY2I1OWQxZjVmNWNjIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
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“I loved visiting the Hazel Park Preparatory Academy in St. Paul where I got to speak to 4-6th 
graders who were excited to hear about Ida B. Wells for the start of Black History Month. I 
loved listening to their thoughtful questions and getting to have lunch afterward with a smaller 
group of students who had lots of book recs for me and were super fun to get to know. I hope 
I get to go back again one day!” Heather Murphy Capps

 
“I had a spectacular day at the historic Hathaway Brown School for girls in Cleveland, Ohio. 
The librarian and head of school were so welcoming and had prepared the students 
wonderfully for the visit. In every session, the girls were engaged with the story as well as the 
drawing and charting activities we did together; and had excellent questions, observations, 
and ideas.”  Lalena Fisher

 
“Thanks to uber librarian Kelley Book (how cool is that for a librarian's name!), the students at 
Danish Elementary in the CyFair district TX were so prepared for my recent visit. The kids 
knew more about me and my books than I did! A highlight of that exciting day was being 
interviewed for the school's news program, Dolphin Tales.” Kirby Larson

 
“I had a super awesome visit with Killarney Elementary School! Special thanks to Writer's 
Block Bookstore for their assistance with the visit!”  Sophia Gholz

 
NEW SCHOOL VISIT PROGRAMMING
Author Carrie A. Pearson has added a new school visit program, The Unstoppable Dr. Apgar 
and Life Stories. This STEM + ELA-themed program introduces Dr. Apgar, the inventor of the 
APGAR Score by which almost every newborn around the world is measured to assess their 
health minutes after birth. Students are encouraged to bring a stuffed buddy to practice the 
APGAR Score and learn important health markers during the program. 
 
EDUCATOR GUIDES
LOTERIA by Karla Valenti
Readers’ Guide
Loteria Cards 
Game Board 
Activities 
 
LOLA by Karla Valenti
Readers’ Guide
 
LEGENDARIOS by Karla Valenti
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Readers’ Guide
 
ESPERANZA CARAMELO by Karla Valenti
Readers’ Guide
Art Activities

Click here to book a speaker today!

Check out our site   
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